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ABSTRACTS  CT  WILLS  AND  ADM  INI  3  DBA  DION  PARSES  -- 
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-w  5  — 
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The  Steer  family  was  settled  at  Colebrocke ,  Devon,  Sngland 
as  early  as  1553 ,  when  the  parish  register  commences .  Owing  to  gaps 
in  the  register  it  was  impossible  to  give  &  connected  descent  from 
the  earlier  names  found,  and  vie  earliest  known  ancestor  of  my  branch 
was  Bernard  Stewre  of  Creditor,  and  Colebrocke,  whose  will  was  proved 

in  1537 '  1GSG836 

Va ricns  sp e 1 1 i ngs  f o und  in  the  e a rl y  records  w ere  Sture , 
Slevre,  S tears ,  Stars,  Steers,  and  Steer. 

The  pedigree  of  the  branch  in  England  was  compiled  by  a 
genealogist  in  Lngiaad  after  a  search  of  the  parish  registers,  wills. 
Bishops’  Transcripts,  Census  for  1351,  and  other  records  preserved 
by  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  Record  Society  at  Hbceter ,  Devonshire. 


During  the  period  of  this  compilation  several  abstracts 
of  wills  and  administration  papers  were  sent  to  me,  and  I  have  had 
these  cooled  in  order  that  they  may  b 

.4.  V 

may  use  them. 


>3  distributed  where  others 


Pice  a. 


jury ea  J o  .on so  n 


Mrs.  V.  Harvey  Johnson, 

6208  North  Pairhill  Street, 
Philadelphia  23,  Pennsylvania. 
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o 


Our  Snglish  surnames 
Hundred  rolls 
Writs  of  Parliament 


their  sources  and  significations 
P.oger  le  Ster 
Simon  le  Ster 


Hardsley 


as  we 
spell 
!  Cowe 
occur 


hTor  r.ust  we  forget  the  farmyard  and 
nirht  readily  n re sure,  are  well  renresen 

’le  ‘ 

t  _ 

,  —  w  W  -•  ^  T  —  'w'  —  ««.  -  -  w  ,  —  ^  W  ~  , 

rer.cs,  and  still  abide  with  us.n 


fle  Hole , * 


ed 

t  '1  n  Onl 


r 1 e  Steer  , 1 


t  n 


nr 


or 
i  n 


'Ster , 1 


its  accessories,  which 
ted.  'Bull,1  once 
Vache,1  with  its  3-axon 
these  are  all  of  conn on 


> 


My  branch  of 


Steer 


*5*n^  •?  1  v 

-  gu.  -i-  -  ^ 


ernard  Steer 
iron  Steer 
Vi  Ilian  Steer 
John  Steer 
William  Steer 
John  Steer 
Thomas  Steer 
William  Steer 
Thomas  Steer* 
Rachel  Steer 
Rhea  2.  Duryea 


— 

1587 

Joan 

— 

1523 

Hose 

-  1623 

- 

1535 

Anna  (Any)  Holmes 

— 

1704 

Elizabeth 

1599 

— 

i  <  52 

Phillis  -Holmes 

-  1734 

1729 

— 

1795 

Anr.  Hrookland 

1753 

— 

1337 

Wilmot  (Winifred) 

2 vans  1754  - 

1789 

— 

1340 

Mary  Sampson 

-  1340 

1322 

— 

1900 

Trace  Mitchell 

1822  -  1912 

1552 

— 

1942 

Charles  2.  Duryea 

1651  -  1938 

1885 

— 

W .  Harvey  Johnson 

1375  -  1935 

Thomas  Steer  with  his  wife  and  four  children  came  to  America  in  1854. 
Pive  children  were  bora  in  Illinois. 


.  . 


vJ  “ 


William  Steere  of  South  Davrton 


Devo  u 


En  el  arid 


Archdiocese  of  Exeter  folio  151.  William  Steere  of  South  Tavton. 
Dated  IS  May  1547 

Do  he  buried  in  churchyard  of  South  Daw ton 
Do  the  stores  of  Jesus  there  12d 
Do  the  stores  of  St.  Georges  there  8d 
Do  my  daughter  Domasyne  20  nobles 

Do  Peternyll  and  Mar-'  my  daughters  L8  and  that  to  stand  for  their 
child1 s  part  and  if  either  of  then  die  before  marrians ,  the 


gooas 


to 


remain 

Do  Johan  my  daughter  my  great  crock  after  the  death  of  my  wife 
Do  my  daughter  Johan  all  my  plow  gears  if  my  wife  do  marry  from  the 
pi  ac  e 

Residue  to  ny  wife,  executrix,  to  bestows  it  for  the  wealth  of  my 
soul  and  as  she  thinketh  best. 

Wits.  Sir  John  Covffe,  Chaplain,  John  Stonnan,  Harry  Steere 
Proved  by  wife  Sibiila  (probably  July  1547) 

s 


n  n  zn^.' 


V rnl  ^  m  ^ ’t" C ^  _n  {  ->  4*  -*  ■ 

ti  c i~L  w  t;.  O  u  w  \  O  'j  -  . 


•e)  of  Creditor, ,  D 


nevon , 


xana 


Consi story  Court  Exeter,  fcl.  120  and  357  (two  copies) 

Walter  St-urs  (Steire)  of  Crediton,  husbandman,  dated  S/9  April  15 


i.  0  ( 

Do 

be 

buried  wi 

.thin  the  churn 

Do 

+->  <1 

poor 

of 

Crediton  3s 

Do 

the 

poor 

of 

St.  Gyres  Mew 

Do 

the 

poor 

of 

Enainster  os  ■ 

Do 

the 

poor 

of 

Colebrooke  pa 

Do 

the 

poor 

of 

parish  of  Row 

Do  William  Ronde  and  Thomas  ny  master  men,  a  red  heifer 

Do  John  Lunacombe  (Loonan)  of  Sandforde  in  Crediton  4  bushels  of  rye 

and  malt  and  oats  and  10 s 

To  Edward  Sture  (Steire)  a  blue  (cots)  coat  cloth  and  my  best  shirt 
and  my  blackcloth  doublet  and  my  black  sleeveless  jerkyr, ,  with  all 
the  plough  stuffs  and  a  quarter  of  my  larder  flesh  with  a  white  hose 
(house)  cloth 

Do  Garret  Ossent  my  old  russet  hosen  and  my  russet  breaches  ay  canvas 
doublet  and  my  old  blue  coat,  my  black  cap  and  my  old  crease  shirt 
-o  John  Whittrowe,  Richard  Lane's  man,  my  best  blue  coat  and  my  best  hat 
Do  my  master  Anthony  Copies tone  a  dun  mare  colt 
Do  John  Raise  (Hall)  my  servant  40s 

Do  Lowden  looker  2  bushels  of  rye  and  the  rent  of  his  house  for  10  years 
Do  Edward  Sture  my  kinsman  «20  ,  and  my  best  brasen  pan  and  my  best 
bootes,  ay  best  standing  bed  with  a  pair  of  blankets  .and  2  bolsters 
with  the  seelinge  to  the  bedd  with  the  best  coverlet  and  my  best  pair 
of  sheets 


( continued) 


o  onn 

John  Straubs  a.  bushel  of 


To 

-C 

To 


To  Johr 


Southcott  a  bushel 1  of 


t  r  o  m  vo  H 


, us  cell  ox  ma 


t 


'  1  f  e 

'  i  w  O 


John  G-ullock  of  Guns  ton  in  Creditou  half  a  "bushel  of  rye 


o wetn  me  for  th? 


earning  or  a  .journey 


Bur ridge  the  money 
(dry’s  work)  of  ground 

To  Philip  Chaplinge  the  money  he  oweth  me  for  a  journey’s  earning  cf 
rye  land 

To  Elizabeth  Sture  (Steire)  my  brother’s  daughter  my  second  bras on  pan 
that  came  from  Uortowne 

.  rasen  nan 

■V-.i 


thrasnine  m  my 

O  5- 


two  barns  not 


To  Marie  Sture  her  sister  my  third  br 
To  Jo  hone  my  wife  all  the  corn  that  is  to 

and  half  of  that  which  is  thrashed  as  well  oats  as  malt, 
best  keene  (kine)  and  my  bay  mare  with  the  gray  nag 
■q  Grace  Brounsccnbe  ^  -htn  Q 


before  given 


io  4  o: 


7^" 


•o - 

■'r  v  “•*' 

jonn  nrouns 

oney  I  wi 

11  to  be  pa 

lying  at 

T-,  .  ,  v.  j  s  v,  n 

d  by  the 

lord  of  the 

of  deo' 


which 


20 


My  tenement  and  bargain  lying  at  kwi'ord  in  ureal  ton  wherein  -  now 
dwell  was  cf  late  gran 
of  court  roll  unto  me  and  my  said  master  Anthony  Coplestone  for  our 
lives  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor,  forasmuch  as  my  said 
master  was  named  only  to  trust  upon  the"  send  copy  upon  his  faithful 
promise  that  he  would  surrender  his  estate  and  interest  therein  ’onto 
whom  I  would  nominate  and  amcint,  my  desire  and  will  therefore  is  that 


ny 


sax 


1  A  r*t * 


all 

the 

and 


shall  within  convenient  time  after  my  decease  surrender 
estate  in  the  said  tenement  and  bargain  into  the  lords  hands  t 
of  the  said  Edward  Sture  upon  reasonable  request  by  him  made, 
rd  shall  within  convenient  time  after  the  surrender  and  after 
he  shall  have  procured  a  new  grant  thereof  unto  himself,  pay  to  send 
Anthony  Coplestone  in  consideration  of  his  faithful  friendship  towards 
me,  L2C .  And  I  will  -further  that  Edward  shall  in  consideration  of  the 

and  Marie  his  sisters  5.5  each  on  their 


sai 


*  A  t  e nem en t  nay  to  Eliza~c- 


*  cX  w  rJ  V  -  i 


CLSL/  o 


r*  of  marriage  and  such  pans  as  are  before  given  to  them.* 


Edward  shall  also  pay  to  his  sister  Alson  20s  on  her  marriage,  and  to 


iy  wife  Johan  =1C ,  parcel  of 


sum  of  L 20  before  by  this  my  will 


given  to  hi: 


mo  Jo  an  e  ny  wife  all  my  ewes  and  lambs,  all  my  come  now  growi  ng  be  sou 
the  way  leading  towards  my  house  and  all  my  swine  hogs  and  all  my 
poultry  and  also  ny  best  table  bord  and  all  my  treen  vessells  and  also 
all  the  bras ea  and  pewter  vessells  that  she  brought  with  her  at  the 
time  of  our  marriage,  also  a  bed  performed.**  that  is  to  say  the  best 
that  I  have  saving  one  -  residue  to  Edward  Sture,  executor.  Edward 
Sture  my  kinsman  (cosen)  shall  pry  to  Bichard  Predan  in  money  5.15  and 
to  Ursula  Predan  125 ,  and  to  John  Predam  the  oats  in  Morton  Uood.*** 
bits.  John  Burrage,  the  elder,  Bov/den  Tokor,  John  Sul lock  of  Tewford, 
and  Philip  Chaplinge. 

Overseers,  ny  master  Anthony  Coplestone  and  John  llorthecott. 

Proved  15  Apr.  1574  by  Edvard  Sture,  exr. 


** 

* 

rn\ 


This  is  put  rather  differently  in  the  second  will  which  is  dated 
3  April . 

Uith  bedclothes,  etc. 

In  second  copy,  Richard  and  Ursula  are  called  sen  and  daughter  oh 
my  wife  and  they  are  made  executor  and  residuary  legatees. 


-he  second  will  was  proved  Peb.  1576  by  Richard  and  Ursula  Predan 
(Sec  ■1Tt1  for  estate  of  Ualter  Steer’s  widow,  Joan  Steera.) 
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Ill 


Eenrv  Steere  c f  South  Taw ton,  Devon, 


Archdiocese  of  Hxeter,  fol.  109 

On  Anril  1554  sequestration  of  goods,  etc. ,  of  Henry  Steere  late  of 
South  Taw  ton  granted  to  Joan  Steere  his  wife  and  relict 
Jor.u  together  vi  th  John  Canne  of  South  Taw  ton  and  Robert  Borivgetor 
of  Claunaborough  was  hound  in  *100. 

Sun  L32-18-5 


•  p  c.  t*  -U 


On  30  Jan.  of  seme  year  administration  of  goods  of  said  Henry  3t< 

’•ho  died,  intestate  was  granted  to  said  Joan  Steere  who  was  bound  with 
Hi chard  Jewell  of  the  city  of  Hxeter  and  said  Robert  3c?ringeton 


IV. 


Bernard  Stewre  of  Creditor,  Devon,  England 


co 

nsistory 

To 

be  buri 

FI  _ 

-0 

Thomas  ; 

-0 

my  son 

-  Court  Hxeter  for  Bernard  Stewre  of  Creditor  dated  21  October  1587 
buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Creditor, 
y  joint  table  bord. 

my  great  chest  and  my  second  coffer,  a  frying  pern,  my 


second  latter  dish,  one 
skillet,  the  third  forme. 

To  Simon  my  son  my  1  comes  and  my  warn inn  tree 


my  quill 


brass  crocke,  two  formes,  the  lesser  latter  dish,  one 
greater  skillet,  the  better  of  my  two  coffers,  my  cup' 


and  if  he  die 


leicre  n< 


is  21  a: 


no 


*  ™  -"T'l  y  i 


remain  to  his  brother  1 


lULiajr 


ana  likewise  i: 


his  bro 


: ,  mv 

J  u 

lesser 

,  ny  best 

tin  - 

pot,  my 

card 

and  cauldron 

ion 

of  goods  to 

th-or 

William  die 

4-'. 


lis  my  will  is 


"h  js  -  ast 

u/  w  .  ,a.  _  O 


oefore  he  come  to  marriage  or  21  years , 
come  to  his  brother  Simon. 

To  my  daughter  Thomas in  three  platters ,  three  podgers  and  saucers  and  two 


candlesticks  and  my  third  brass  crock  and  my  other  br: 


xi ve ,  two 


bedsheets  and  two  old  platters  that  her  grandmother  gave  her. 
o  my  daughter  Joan  three  platters,  three  codgers  and  three  saucers  and 
two  candlesticks  and  my  greater  brewing  kive  and  one  bedsheet. 

To  Joan  my  wife  one  baking  tub  and  two  planks  that  I  bought  of  her. 

To  my  two  sons  William  and  Simon  my  bed  and  bed  clothing. 

I  will  that  my  voode  be  sold  to  the  apparelling  of  Hi Hi am  and  Simon. 

I  will  also  that  my  kersey  be  sold  to  maintain  me  in  my  sickness  and  to 


n 


bring  me 


to  the  earth. 


Residue  to  Simon  my  son,  executor. 

Overseer:  William  Newhouse ,  minister. 

The  executor  being  a  minor  administration  during  the  minority  was  granted 
to  William  Hewhouse,  clerk  the  overseer,  on  13  November  1587. 

A  bond  given  by  said  William  ITewhouse,  Gilbert  Thresher  of  Cr edit on, 
uusbandman  and  John  Quash  of  the  sane,  weaver,  in  A2Q. 

Definitions : 


!!lat  ten;T 
"podger” 
nkiven 


"kersey" 


_  ( 


tal  in  thin  sheets,  especially  brass 
porringer 

reeve)  a  vat  or  tub,  as  a  brewer’s  mash 
tub,  or  a  large  vat  in  which  goods  are 
boiled,  bleached,  etc. 
a  smooth,  light-weight  beaver  cloth. 

( continued) 


♦ 


■  . 


o 


V. 


Bernard  3  tew  re  was  an  ancestor  of  Rhea  Duryea  Johnson.  See  n7II,f?  J,X , n 

and  !IXI!r  for  Bernard  Stewre's  sons  Simon,  Thomas ,  and  William . 

/ 

So 

,  / 

Joan  Steere  of  Crediton,  Devon,  Pr?g land 


Consistory  Court  Fxeter  -  Joan  Steere,  widow,  of  Crediton.  dated  20  Feb . 

r~r  tri  i  _ 

To  the  poor  of  Crediton  3s  4d ,  and  of  Newton  St.  Gyres  3s  4d. 

To  John  Bullock  of  Suns tone  one  journey  of  winter  cats  in  the  mere. 


To  J ohn 


Sutticote  the  other  journey  of  winter  oats  in  the 


lore  grorirr . 


To  John  0-nye  one  journey  of 


in  the  same  more  rrowi nr  and  an  mint ter 


dish  of  tin 


To  P.ich  rd  Pridhnm  my  son  a.  heifer  of  2  years  of  age,  and  my  second  "best 
orasen  pan  and  my  second  hast  b re. sen  pot. 

To  each  of  ay  sen  John  Pridham’s  children  a  sheep. 

To  my  son  Richard  Pridhen 1 s  children  a  sheep  each. 

To  each  of  P.obert  Brodrigs  children  a  sheep  each. 

To  Joan  Brotheridge  the  daughter  of  Robert  Brother! dge  my  best  b rn.se n  pan 
and  a  platter  dish  of  tin. 

Residue  to  my  son  John  Pridhom  and  Robert  Brotheridge,  exrs . 

Overseers,  William  7enicom.be  and  John  C-aye . 

Proved  25  March  15S3  by  exrs. 


Joan  Steere  was  the  widow  of  (l) 


’ridham  and  (2)  Walter  Steere  (*11*) 


h 


71. 


Thomas  Stere  of  South  Taw ton ,  Devon,  England 


Archdiocese  of  Exeter 

Thomas  Stere  of  South  Taw ton ,  husbandman,  somewhat  grieved  with  sickness 
of  body. 

Dated  15  Jan.  1592,  nuncupative. 

To  be  buried  in  church  yearth  of  South  Tawton. 

To  poor  mens  box  of  South  Tawton  20d 
To  Margaret  Veale  4d 

To  J  ohn  Stere  my  son  best  brasen  pan  and  other  goods  including  3  silver  spoo 

*o  Richard  my  son  goods  and  5  silver  spoons 

To  William  my  son  goods 

Tc  Mary  Stere  my  daughter  40s  and  goods 

To  El no re  my  daughter  40s  and  goods 

Residue  to  Chrystyan  my  wife  executrix 

’fits.  Walter  Moxhay,  Ralph  Cau  and  John  Bys shoppe 

Proved  13  Peb.  1592  executrix  sworn  in  person  of  Robert  Staplehill 

Inventor*'  taken  'ey  the  three  witnesses  5  Feb .  1592 

Farm  stock,  wool  and  yarn,  new  cloth,  armor  3s,  and  household  goods 
6  silver  snoons  26s  3d 

Sum  £47-12-5 

(See  nIXr  for  Thomas  Steere ' s  son,  Richard  Steere.) 

f 

\ 


' 


VII. 


Symon  Steere  of  Colebrooke ,  Devon,  Sngland 


Dean  and  Chapter  of  Hxeter  for  Synon  Steere  of  Colebrooke,  husbandman 
Dated  last  day  of  March  1623 

To  my  sons  Robert  Steere,  William  Steere,  and  Symon  Steere,  14  each 
when  they  come  to  the  age  of  20. 

To  my  four  daughters  Anne  Steere,  Joane  Steere,  Dewnes  Steere,  and  Rose 
40s  each  when  they  are  20 . 

My  rulers  to  pay  my  debts  between  this  date  and  1  August  next. 

To  my  brother  Robert  Steere  of  South  Tawton  my  best  suit  of  apparell . 
Residue  to  Rose  Steere,  my  wife,  executrix. 

Rulers  and  overseers,  Robert  Frost  of  Colebrooke,  tanner,  arid  Arthur  Peyne 
(or  Feynd)  of  same,  groome. 

Wits,  said  Robert  Frost,  Arthur  Fe-me ,  Henry  Hooper,  and  Robert  Steere. 

"*"**  *•.  *  T  o  ^ 

r  •  Si  riv* 


ri-ovsu  24  Apr.  1623  by  executrix. 


cur  Feynde 


Invent,  by  Thos.  Reeve,  John  Trowe,  yeoman,  Robert  Proste  and  Art! 
of  Colebrooke,  gr oom.es  .  4  Apr.  1623. 

Apparell  14. 

Corn  growing  in  his  tenement  at  Down  St.  Mary  16 
Corn  growing  in  his  tenement  at  Coleford  113 
All  his  wool  fine  and  coarse  14-1 5s 
2  pair  of  worsted  combs  10s 

Due  from  Thos.  Bonde  of  Creditor,  for  13  lb.  of  worsted  yarn  48s 

Due  from.  Nehemiah  Palmer  and  Zachary  Brem.accmbe  and  John  Cribble,  all  of 

Creditor.,  of  various  debts  for  yam. 

Farm  stock  and  household  goods. 

Sum  134-17-4 


Synon  Steere  -  ancestor  of  Rhea  Duryea  Johnson  -  was  a  son  of  Bernard 
Stewre  (nIVn)*  See  ,rVIIIn  for  estate  of  Synon  Steere’s  widow,  Rose  Steere 


c 


VIII . 


Rose  Steere,  widow  of  Colebrooke,  Devon,  Bngland 


Bean  and  Chapter  of  Exeter  for  administration  of  Rose  Steere,  widow  of 
Colebrooke,  granted  18  July  1623  to  Thomas  Reeve,  Matthew  Proste,  Robert 
Proste,  George  Hill,  John  Trov/e  during  minority  of  Robert,  William  and:  Simon, 
Ann,  Joan,  Dev/nes,  and  Rose  Steere,  children  of  deceased, 
nmi  of  Thomas  Reeve,  Matthew  Proste,  Robert  Proste,  and  George  Hill  and 
Trowe  of  Colebrooke,  husbandmen,  in  1150 ,  dated  13  July  1623. 

Condition  that  during  minority  of  Robert,  William,  Simon,  Ann,  Joan,  Dewnes, 
and  r.cse  Steere,  children  of  Rose  Steere  the  elder,  they  shall  administer 
to  use  of  said  children  and  educate  and  bring  them  up. 


inventory  by  Thomas  Reeve,  John  Trov/e,  George  Hill,  Matthew  Frost,  and  Robert 
Frost,  yeomen,  IS  July  1623. 


( continued) 


.  r., 

- 


-  8  - 


Corn  at  Down  St.  Mar*  and  Colebrooke 
Dana  stock  and  household  goods. 

Sun  **46-14-6 


Rose  Stsere  - 
Syncn  Steere 


ancestress 

who 


of  Rhea  Duryea  Johnson  -  was 
was  a  sen  of  Hernard  Stev/re 


■f  V,  i,r*\  -i  ot,* 

v.IC.  V  a,  v — <*j 

("17") . 


oi 


IX. 


Richard  Steere  of  Drevsteignton,  Devon,  England 


Archdiocese  of  nxeter 

P.i chard  Steere  of  Drewsteignton,  husbandman. 

Dated  23  Mov.  1630 

Do  V/iilno  te  He  Hand  my  kinswoman  10s 

Do  John  ITewcombe ,  Elizabeth  Mevconbe ,  and  Margaret  iTev/ccnbe,  1 
Do  Nicholas  Gorven,  Robert  Col  ridge,  John  Marie,  Jane  ? alien , 


2o 

*N>  -W- 

anC. 


each 


Margaret  Hynstcott  Sd  each 
Do  John  3 tears  ny  brother  tig  Sunday  suit  of  apparell 
Residue  to  Mary  Stearc  daughter  of  said  John  S tears,  ex e cut r in 
Overseers,  Humphry  Colridgo,  Robert  Eanlyn 
’/its.  Elizabeth  Mev/combe ,  Robert  Hanlyn 
Proved  3  June  1631  by  executrix. 


Inventory  by  Mil Hem  Reliance  and  Edmond 
Steere,  husbandman,  1  June  1631. 

All  his  apparel!  57s 

2  coffers  5s 

Purse  and  girdle  3s  4d 

All  his  money  upon  specialties  L6-5. 

Exhibited  3  June  1631  by  executrix. 


.-.orrishe,  weavers,  and  eon 


Sum  E10-4d 


Richard  Steere  was  a  son  of  Thomas  steere  ( l!VI fr)  . 


X. 


-nomas  Sture  of  Colbrooke,  Devon,  England 


-an  and  Chapter  of  Exeter  for  administration  of  goods  of  Thomas  Sture  of 


1  n  A 


oolbrooke  granted  29  J une  1632  to  Audrey  Sture,  widow,  his  reli 
Rond  of  Audry  Steure  (Steere)  of  Colebrooke,  widow  and  John  Prye  of  same, 
gent,  in  L30 ,  29  June  1332. 

Audrey  to  be  administratrix  of  goods  of  Thomas  Sture  of  Colebrooke. 


inventory  of  goods  of  Thomas  Sture  of  Coulbrooke,  gent,  taken  22  June  163 
by  Rathaniel  Densham,  gent,  and  George  Hill. 


( continued) 


. 


' 


~  9  - 


Chat  tell  lease  of  house  and  garden  12 
Some  few  old  hooks  5s. 


Stun  »1 7-15-10 


IThomas  Steere  T-^as  a  son  of  Bernard  Stewre  (!IIV,T). 

See  !rXIIn  for  Thomas  Steere1 s  widow,  Andre’-;  r  rye  Steers . 


William  Steero  of 


n 

v  J. .1 


I'm  or: 


•■evon ,  nnglan 


nd 


Archdiocese  of  Bxeter 

William  Steers  of  Oulluford  in  South  Tavton ,  yeoman,  grieved  with  sickness 
of  the  "body 
Dated  19  Apr.  1655 

To  he  hurled  in  church  of  South  Tavton 
To  Dorothy  Steers  my  wife  a  hed  and  2  cows 

To  William  Steers  my  son  DIO  to  he  paid  within  a  year  after  my  deash 
and  roods  ( nan ed) 

To  William  Steers  my  neece  (sic)  son  of  John  Steere  DIO  to  he  paid  when 
he  is  21 . 

To  John  Steere  and  Bartholomew  Steere  sons  of  said  John  Steere  D5  each 
when  they  are  21 . 

To  Robert  Brag's  3  sons  a  sheep  each 

To  George  Gidleigh1 s  children  of  the  parish  of  3t.  Thomas  the  Apostle 
12&  each 

To  Thomasyn  Gidleighs  children  12d  each 
To  Thomasyn  Gidleigh  my  goddaughter  a  ewe 
To  Samuel  Buxton1 s  children  12d  each 

Arkinall  Hoard's  children  of  Yearnescombe  12d  each 
_  Grace  Cau,  Jane  Cau,  and  Julya  Cau  12d  each 
To  Arthur  Campyn ,  vicar,  for  preaching  at  my  funeral  10s 
To  SI no re  Cau  I2d  and  to  all  the  rest  of  my  godchildren  Sd 
To  Richard  Walter  my  godson  a  sheep 
Residue  to  John  Steere,  my  son,  executor. 

Rulers,  my  loving  friends  John  Cau  of  Spreyton  and  Samuel  Lux ton  of  Winkleig 
Wits.  William  Cau,  William  Wonston. 

Proved  5  June  1535  by  executor. 

Inventory  by  Samuel  Buxton,  Bartholomew  Gidleigh,  and  William  Cau  5  May  1535 
3  silver  spoons  and  goods. 

Sum  D247-14s 


To 

To 


William  Steere  was  a  son  of  Bernard  Stewre  (^IV”). 

See  "XI7n  and  "XVI"  for  William  Steere’ s  sons,  John  and  William , 
nXIX”  for  his  grandson,  Bartholomew. 


and 


* 


' 


10 


XII. 


Audrey"  Steere  of  Colebrooke,  Devon,  England 


Sean  and  Chapter  of  Exeter  for  administration  of  goods  of  Audrey  Steere, 
late  of  Colebrooke  granted  22  Sept.  1840  to  John  Beare  nephew  (cx  scrore) 
of  deceased. 

Bond  of  John  Bear?  of  Mo r chard  Bishop  and  Matthew  Cooke  alias  Grindon  of 
Witheridge  in  2,100,  dated  22  Sept.  1540. 

Condition  that  John  Beare,  the  sister’s  son  and  administrator  of  goods  of 
Audrey  Steere  late  of  Colebrooke,  widow,  shall  administer,  etc. 


Inventory  of  goods  of  Mrs.  Audrey  Steere,  vridov:  of  Could ro ok e  by  Nathaniel 
Ben sham  and  George  Hill  IS  Oct.  1640. 

Wearing  apparell  2,4-lls. 

10  boxes  with  silk ,  ribbon ,  lace,  buttons  of  silk  and  other  things,  4s. 
Hive  pearl  and  three  braslets  3s. 

Piece  of  Pynseil  cloth  with  some  silk  and  silver  thread  5s. 

One  trunk  of  cheyney  dishes  7s . 

One  "oibell  5s . 

Household  goods,  etc. 

Sum  2,19-15-11. 


Audrey  Frye  Steere  was  the  widow  of 

cf  Bernard  Stewre  (MIV”). 


Bhcnas  Steere ( !IX,,T)  ,  who  was  a  son 


XIII. 


A rchilles  S teere  of  Aish reign ey ,  Be vo n . 


England 


Registry,  Exeter  Archilles  Steere  of  Aishreigney,  husbandman . 

Bated  13  Feb .  1547  -  nuncupative. 

Witnesses.  William  Gaye  cf  Aishreigney,  butcher,  and  John  Smith  of  the 

same ,  husbandman . 

Bo  Johane  Steere  my  daughter  L10  to  be  raised  out  of  the  mills,  tenement, 
parcels  of  ground  called  Sssyregney  or  Aishreigney. 

Mills  which  I  hold  for  years  determinable  upon  lives  by  indentures  of  lease 
from  Sir  Francis  Vincent,  knight  and  baronet,  and  Dame  Eleanor  his  wife 
and  from  John  Pynconibo,  Esq.  and  several  lords  of  the  manor  of 
Aishreigney,  of  which  manor  the  said  mills,  etc.  are  part. 

Bo  Agnes  Steere  my  daughter  BIG. 

Bo  Dorothy  Steere  my  daughter  2,10. 

Bo  Mary  Steere  my  daughter  2,15. 

Bo  my  son  William  Steer,  the  younger ,  2,15. 

Residue  to  A vice  Steer,  my  wife,  executrix. 

Written  23  Feb.  1547  23  Charles  I. 

Proved  4  Sept.  1549  by  Avi-cia  Steere,  relict  and  executrix. 

Inventory  by  Richard  Holland,  William  Gave,  Anthony  Pagum,  23  Feb.  1547. 


( continued) 
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Apparell  and  none”  in  purse  £1-10-0 
Wool  and  yarn  praised  at  LI 
Household  goods  and  farm  stock. 

A  chat tie  lease  of  half  o 


at  L7. 

Another  chat tie  1 
John  Pin combe. 


£1-10-0 . 

cck . 

2  mills  with 

houses 

and  baronet. 

and  El 

.o  other  half 

of  sai 

rounds  granted  by 


Esquire ,  valued  at  L10 
xhibited  4  Sent.  1649  by  Avicia  Steer. 


Sum  »30— 0-8 


IV. 


John  Steere  of  South  Taw ton, 


Devon.  England 


Ar 

chdi 

ocese 

of 

Sxete; 

Jo 

ha  S 

t  e  e  r  e 

of 

South 

To 

my 

son  John 

L 100 

30 

ewes  s 

3.-1CI 

30  la 

ves 

sells 

aiic 

o 

ts 

0) 

My 

son 

.  Bart: 

lolomew  a: 

« 

in 

Arscott  in  Sou 

messe  oi  pewter 


Heads  or  one  of  them. 

To  said  Bartholomew  my  third  best  brass  pan ,  one  messe  of  pewter  vessells, 
2  silver  spoons,  one  crccke,  50  ewes  and  50  lambs,  one  gre*^  nag. 

To  my  daughter  Elizabeth  L100  and  3  silver  spoons . 

To  1'icholas  C-idley  my  brother  in  law  best  suit. 

To  my  couse n  John  Heard  second  best  suit. 

To  poor  of  South  Tav/ton  2Cs  . 

To  Hi chard  Gale,  my  apprentice,  a  ewe. 

Residue  to  Catherine  my  wife  and  William  Steere  my  eldest  son  executors. 
Dated  7  May  1661 . 

Wits.  Bartholomew  Gidley  mark  of  William  Steere 
Proved  10  Apr.  1562  by  Katherine  and 
William  Steere,  executors. 


Signature  of 
John  Steere 
heraldic  seal 


Inventory  by  William  Steere  and  Nicholas  Gidley 
4  June  1561 

Silver  spoons  and  salt  L4 
Oxen  L22 
9  kine  £22-10 
Bullocks  L2Q 

Other  farm  stock,  wool  and  yarn 

Sum  L505 


John  Steere  was  a  son  of  William  Steere  (nXIir)  who  was  a  son  of 
3 ernard  S  t  cr* re  ( n  I V11 )  . 


' 


XV 


f 


of  South 


/evon 


xy: 


-  12 


George  Store,  the  oiler, 


>t,nn 


--  > 


Archdiocese  of  Exeter. 

George  Stere,  the  elder,  of  South  Taw ton ,  husbandman. 
Dated  11  LTov.  1558 . 

Do  a”  wife  la 4  and  she  shall  have  the  bed  sh 


s  nr! 


O 


no 


my  da  ugh  ter  Elizabeth  2*4,  t  h e  b  c 
the  little  new  chamber  and  one  cn 
Iona  ^ s  she  is  unmarried. 


e  now  uses 

and 

the  little  crock 

ewter  vossells 

an,.  — e  cole 

so  long  as 

she 

lives . 

^5  cuT-Cl-  Cl.  jl 

her 

own  -roods  and 

.fe ,  as 


everyone  of  ray  grandchildren  2s  6d. 


. ^4 

+  / 


Residue  to  oonn  ray  son,  executor. 

Wits.  Jane  Whit to,  John  Oxenham. 

Proved  27  Oct.  1553  by  John  Stere,  son  end  executor. 


a*..  /  C**  -» U  A  t  450  —  u.  u  . 

Per  the  estate  i: 
Por  the  catle  in 

Exhibited  27  Oct 


1558  cy  William  We ekes ,  John  Oxenham. 

Wessveek  ( ? )  of ter  the  estate  granted  by  him  5*3—10—0 
she  noor  ±*2 . 

Sun  =19-5-8 

1555  by  John  S tears,  son  and  executor, 

l 


William  Steere  of  Cocktree  in  South  Davton ,  Devon,  England 


Archdiocese  of  Exeter 

William  Steere  of  Cocktree  in  South  Daw ton ,  yeoman. 

Do  be  buried  in  church  of  South  Daw ton. 

Do  poor  of  South  Daw ton  40s 
Do  poor  of  north  Davrfcon  40s 

Do  George  Bragg  of  Dolton  =100  which  was  given  him  by  me 


-u 


his  marriage 


and  I  give  him  more  L4  a  year  out  of  a  tenement  which  I  have  in  South 
Daw ton  called  Yeandacott  during  the  life  of  Jane  Bragg  for  which  he 
hath  a  deed  raade  by  me  long  since,  end  I  give  him  the  curtains  belonging 
to  ray  bed  in  the  parlour  at  Cocktree. 

George  Braggs  4  daughters  20  nobles  each  when  they  are  21 . 

Do  Mary  Bragg  daughter  of  said  George  Bragg  my  little  silver  bowl. 

To  Margaret  wife  of  said  Georgs  Bragg  a  heifer  of  3  years  old. 

To  my  kinsman  John  Steere  of  Huxham  all  my  right  and  interest  in  Yeanda.cott 
aforesaid,  and  Li  00  to  be  paid  him  in  2  years  after  my  death  and  the 
profits  and  rent  of  Yorthweeke  for  one  whole  year  after  my  death. 

Do  Grace  Stone  ray  kinswoman  5*130  and  bedstead  in  parlour  chamber  at  Cocktree 

f  >  "r  4"  Vi  t-*  r\  c? 

no  y~"  " serine  Stone  hor  sister  my  silver  salt  and  5*5. 

Do  William  Bragg  son  of  Richard  Brags  late  of  Worth  Dawton  deceased  5*4. 

Do  Gaithred  Blackford,  my  servant,  40s. 

Do  John  Evans  son  of  Thomas  Evans  of  Samp  ford  Courtena.'/  (a  minor)  20s. 


( continued) 


. 
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To  the  minister  that  shall  preach  my  funeral  sermon  20s. 

Residue  of  my  .goods  to  Bartholomew  Steere  my  kinsman,  executor. 

Dated  1  May  1574. 

My  will  is  that  Nicholas  Oidley  of  Cullaford  shall  have  my  second  "best  suit 
hits .  Thomas  Ewe ns . . . 

Codicil,  reciting  that  he  had  bequeathed  to  his  kinsman  John  Steere  several 


ixecutor,  Bartholomew  3 


Caere , 


T 


Bartholomew  as  my  executor, 
until  John  has  given  t’ 

y  r\  x  ri ^  1  Q  ,T n  -i  147 . 

hits.  Samuel  C-idiey,  Richard  Dunning. 

Proved  9  Oct.  1574  'ey  Bartholomew  Steer,  executor. 


I'm. 

bet  we  en  h  in 

and  my  kinsmen  and 

kinsman  John 

Steere  to  release 

- - *  - 

he  may  claim 

against  said 

S 

given  him  onl 

y  excepted,  and 

•A  f 


;r  my  will. 


William  Steere  was  a  son  of  hiliian  Steere  (!,XIn). 

See  HXIX,f  for  estate  of  his  neuhew,  Bartholomew  Steere 


s 


Richard  Steere  of  Creditor! ,  Devon,  England 


Credit on 


m  rn  r*  p  r> 


Consistory  Court  Exeter  for  administration  of  Richard  Steere  or 
granted  IS  Red,  17CC  to  John  Steere,  brother  of  deceased  ( Grace  St 
relict  having  renounced) . 

Bond  of  John  Steere  of  Colebrooke,  yeoman ,  Christopher  Cooley  of  Creditor., 
weaver ,  and  Philip  London  cf  Creditor!,  sleamaker ,  in  5*100,  dated  19  Peb.  1700. 
Condition  that  John  Steer  being  admitted  administrator  of  Richard  Steere  his 
brother,  late  cf  Creditor.,  shall  administer,  etc. 

P.enunciation  of  Grace  Steere  of  Creditor.,  widow,  relict  of  Richard  Steere  cf 
Creditor,  in  favour  of  John  Steere  of  Coleorooke,  yeoman  ”who  is  the  greatest 
creditor  of  my  said  late  husband.”  18  Peb,  1700. 

Wits.  David  Vicaryc,  William  Steere,  Christopher  Cooley. 

Inventory  by  Million  Steer  of  Crediton,  yeoman,  and  James  Venn  of  same cord- 
vainer,  18  Peb.  1700. 

Por  conbwool  and  yarn  LI -7-0. 

Per  one  standard,  two  quill  turnos ,  one  villey,  two  swift  stocks  and  swifts  6s 
3  pair  of  wool  combs  and  wrench  5s  Sd. 

45  .bs.  of  wool  out  tc  spinsters  L3-1-4. 

Snn  Lo2-4-2x 


Steere 

was 

a  brother 

of  Mi 11 inn 

Steere  ( 

;  yxri  nr 

)  and  a 

son  of 

tsr  •  -*  « 

>v  uliaa 

Steere , 

,  d. 

1596  ,  who 

was  a  son 

r,  7*  n*  1 —  r\  n 

-.m  ...  ^  x  * 

S  t  cere 

/  flTrTT  n  \ 
i,  ‘  /  lx  ; 

,  who  was  a 

son  of 

Bernard 

Ste* 

me  ("IV") 

• 

•• 
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XVIII  . 


W ill igm  S  t  e c r  : f  2 r e &i t on ,  D e v o n 


y  *•>  ^  i  -i 


Consistory  Court  Exeter  for  administration  of  Gillian  Steer  of  Crediton. 
Bond  of  John  Steer  of  Colebrook .  yeoman,  Edmund  Skinner  of  same,  yeoman, 
and  John  Weekes  of  St.  I avid.  Exeter,  gent,  and  John  Brooking  of  St.  Davi 
■butcher,  in  L200 ,  -dated  17  March  1701. 

Administration  granted  1?  March  1701  to  John  Steer  and  Edmund  Skinner. 


us  , 


Inventory  of  Willisn  St^er  of  Credit cn  yeoman 
Andrew  Puddi combe  of  Hitsley  and  Robert  Skinner 
bearing  aprarell  and  money  in  purse  5>2 
Farm  stock. 

28  sheep  and  10  lanes  LI 4- 8-3 . 

«rith  their  tackling  L4-15. 


3  horsee 


Household  goods  (given  in  detail) 


taken  1?  March  1 70 "I  y  ~~ 
cf  Crediton,  yeoman, 


Sun  L93-18-2 . 


William  3  tee  re  was  a  brother  of  Richard  Steers  (MH7II':)  and  a  son  cf 
William  Steere,  d.  1596,  who  was  a  son  of  Symor.  Steere  (KVIIn)  ,  who  was 
a  sen  of  Bernard  Stewre  ( 11 1 'Tn)  . 


\o 


Bartholomew  Steere,  junior, 


of  South  Taw ton,  Devon 


Archdiocese  of  Exeter 
Bartholomew  Steere,  junior, 


of  South  Jaw ton,  Batchelor 


To  Mary  Steere  daughter  of  my  brother  William  Steere  L50 . 

To  Grace  Steere  daughter  of  my  brother  William  Steere  L3Q. 

To  my  sister  Priscilly  Brccke  =10. 

To  my  brother  John  Steere  L10 . 

To  my  sister  Grace  3ati shill  3  children  one  silver  spoon  each. 

To  William  Steere  son  cf  my  said  brother  William  Steere  a  silver  cup. 

Elizabeth  Steere  daughter  of  John  Ste are  of  Cullyford  2  silver  spoons . 
Philip  Burgoyne  4  ewes  and  lambs 
To  Oliver  Bo den  all  that  is  due  from  him  to  me. 

To  my  7  workmen  2s  each 
To  Grace  Berry  Is 
To  Mary  Tooker  5s 
To  Jane  Heard  Is 
The  right  and  interest  I 


To 

To 


have  in  ?.  tenement  called  Little  Cocktree  in 
South  Taw ton  to  my  brother  William  Steere  on  condition  that  he  suffer  my 
father  Bartholomew  Steere  -.end  my  sister  Grace  Battishill  and  her  children 
to  have  their  duelling  and  pasturing  for  one  horse  and  one  cow  on  the 
ononises • 


(continued) 


<  '  •  •  • 
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All  debts  which  ny  brothers  and  sisters  owe  to  no  I  -ive  to  them . 


Residue  to  ny  crooners  aria  sisters  wr.ich  nave  no  legacies  here  river,  them 
Executor.  it;  brother  William. 

I  desire  my  brother  John  Steers  of  Cullyford  and  my  brother  John  Steers 
of  Jusnent  to  be  rulers  and  tnstees. 

7  T,n1  ,r  ■'710 
-Jo  vCu.  (  C*  a-  (  I,  ^  • 


uuiy 

Wits.  John  Crispin,  Mar;*  Sremlecome  ,  Robert  Here. 

Proved  26  Jan.  1713  by  William  Steer,  brother  and  executor. 


it;seb9e 


Bartholomew  Steere  was  a  grandson  of  John  Steers  ( nXIYn ) . 


